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Monthly Meetings
Regular business meetings of the 
Rocky Mountain Region Cadillac 
and LaSalle Club are held on the 
second Tuesday of each month. 
We meet at the Elks Lodge at 
2475 W. 26th. Ave. in Denver. The 
meetings begin at 7:00 PM with 
a dinner served beginning at 
6:00 PM for those interested. The 
meetings are open to the entire 
membership.

the dagMaR
The Dagmar is published month-
ly except December and mailed 
First Class to all RMRCLC mem-
bers on the current roster. The 
Dagmar is copyright ©2012 
Rocky Mountain Region Cadil-
lac and LaSalle Club. Other CLC 
Regions may reprint articles 
without permission as long as 
attribution is given. The dead-
line for submission is the 25th 
day of the month prior to issue 
date. ALL RMRCLC members are 
encouraged to submit articles, 
letters and photos to the Editor 
for publication.

adveRtising
Display ads are $15 per issue or 
$125 per year prepaid for a busi-
ness card size ad. Larger ads are 
available (contact the Editor for 
more information.

classified ads
ALL CLC members are welcome 
to submit Cadillac and LaSalle 
related ads. The ads are FREE for 
Rocky Mountain Region mem-
bers for three months and are 
$20 prepaid for non-members 
for three consecutive months.

WeB site
Be sure to visit our web site at   
www.rmrclc.com and the na-
tional site at www.cadillaclasall-
leclub.org.

neWs in BRief:

fRoM Wayne shMitka - editoR

In the June issue I suggested that we publish 
birthdays and anniversaries. As of today I have 
not received a single reply! Either no one reads 
The Dagmar or no one is interested in having a 
surprise call, wishing them the best. Oh well, I 
tried.

As promised, this is the GRAND NATIONAL 
issue of The Dagmar. The Self Starter will also 
have it’s GN in it’s August issue. Between the two 
publications, you will have all the information on 
what you missed by not being able to attend.

Dave Leger was presented The Newsletter 
Excellence Award by Director, John Serfling at 
the July 10th meeting. Congratulations, Dave!

Also in the news is Tim Coy. CLC President, Lars 
Kneller asked Tim if he would replace Fred Bausch 
as VP of the Western Region. Due to geography, 
Tim has now replaced Phil Terry as VP of the 
Southwestern Region and Phil Terry has replaced 
Fred as VP of the Western Region. Congratulations 
Tim! What does he do in his spare time? 
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dIrecTor’s Message

froM John serflIng 

Visit us on the web at www.RMRCLC.com

Our guest at the July meeting was 
Paula Sarlls. Paula is our contact with 
the Women’s Marines Association 
which we drive for in the Memorial 
and Veterans Day parades. She 
talked to us about the Colorado 
Yellow Ribbon event happening on 
August 11th. Please see the flier for 
the event, which is reprinted in this 
issue. Similar events in other cities 
around the country have been a big 
hit for the troops involved. Many 
members of our club have been 
very supportive of our troops. We 
are in need of volunteers to drive in 
the parade. Our own Peter Luce will 
be chauffeuring dignitaries in his 
beautiful 1939, 4 door convertible 
in the downtown Denver parade.

Nancy Tucker and Jean Tiffany 
took us back to the Wild Animal 
Sanctuary near the end of July. This 
article had to be written before we 
went to the sanctuary, so look for a 
follow-up article in the September 
issue. I appreciate Nancy and Jean 
taking the initiative on this event.  
Too many of you are relying on 
others to arrange events, which puts 
too much work onto too few people.  
The club can only be successful if 
more people participate. Nancy, 
Paul and Janice Olson, Jim Salmi 
and I have been doing club work for 
too many years, partly because no 
one else will step forward to help.  
Nancy, Janice and I are announcing 
our retirements effective at the end 
of the year. Jim enjoys planning the 
events, but is tired of doing it with 
precious little help. Perhaps you 
have noticed that Jim writes almost 

all of the event articles. The rest 
of you should be doing that after 
planning and attending an event. 
Brad Bauer and Wayne Shmitka 
are fairly new in their positions, 
so they will likely remain in them 
for a few more years. Hopefully, I 
can talk Brad into taking over the 
Directorship (how about it, Brad?), 
but if not, there will likely not be 
a Director. Because of Leonard 
Johnson’s profession, I hope he 
will remain our Treasurer forever. 
Please, step forward and volunteer 
to help the club!

August events include a burger 
run to the VFW hall in Arvada, the 
Yellow Ribbon Event previously 
mentioned and our Regional event, 
which is scheduled for the end of 
August. Watch your e-mail for 
information on the Regional. It will 
be at McCaddon Cadillac in Boulder 
again this year and will follow a 
similar format to other Regionals 
we have had there. Leonard Johnson 
is coordinating this event (so that 
Jim does not have to do all of the 
work). He will have fliers for us at 
the August club meeting. Give him a 
call if you need more information.

This summer, for the first time, I 
have moved my ’63 convertible to 
the garage at my house instead of 
leaving it in the storage garage and 
retrieving it whenever we wanted to 
go for a ride. I enjoy looking at it 
every day as I step into the garage. 
Pity I haven’t used it much. As the 
song says, it’s too darn hot. When 
it is still 90 ̊ at 9:00 p.m. a ride just 

isn’t all that enjoyable. We don’t 
enjoy the blast of hot air. In previous 
summers we took it for rides to the 
foothills or to Sonic for ice cream 
almost every evening. We haven’t 
averaged one ride per week this 
year. So far we have had 13 days 
over 100 ̊, and there will probably be 
more of them before the summer is 
over.  Since the previous record was 
5 days over 100 ̊, I know I’m not 
just being a whiner; it really is a lot 
hotter than previous years. Pray for 
a cooler fall, but not too cool. The 
problem that the heat creates for my 
’70 Eldorado is that it gets ignored. 
It is sitting in the storage garage and 
hasn’t been washed in months. I was 
going to wash it around 6 o’clock 
last night, after the shadow had 
taken over the alley where I wash 
my cars, but it was so hot, I drank a 
Margarita instead! This isn’t the first 
evening that a Margarita has won. I 
don’t drive it much either. The A/C 
in Rick’s Trailblazer works much 
better, so I drive that instead (when 
he will let me).

Please join us for the August meeting. 
We meet at the Denver Elks Lodge 
on 26th Ave, near Speer Blvd. and I-
25. The Elks Lodge serves soup and 
salad, beef or bison hamburgers, 
fries and dessert for only $10. Those 
of you who only want soup and salad 
can have it for $5. We really do have 
a good time at the dinner, so please 
join us. The meeting portion of the 
evening begins at about 7. u
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      Colorado Yellow Ribbon Event – 
Colorado welcomes her military troops home  

and honors those still serving! 
SAVE THE DATE 

 

AUGUST 11, 2012 
 
 
 
 
 
The Frank J Carroll Detachment of the Marine Corps League in cooperation with the Women Marines Association, CO 
Columbine-WM History Chapter is working with a number of Marine and other organizations in Colorado to organize the 
“Colorado Yellow Ribbon Event – Colorado welcomes her troops home and honors those still serving” August 11, 2012 
in Downtown Denver and around the state. 
 
This is an event that will include both those who have served and those who are still serving as a way to say; “thank you 
for your service and welcome home”.  Many service members return home alone and with no fanfare.  This event will let 
them know that the citizens of Colorado respect and honor them and their selfless sacrifice for our freedom. 
 
The event will commence with a job fair, currently planned on a workday the week of the event.   
August 11th opens with a Memorial ceremony at the Colorado Veterans Memorial at 0800.  A missing man formation 
flyover will be requested to take place just as the ceremony ends around 0900. 
 
At 1000, the Parade begins with another flyover of helicopters and ends with jets flying over…A celebrity guest is being 
sought to serve as Grand Marshall along with one or two wounded warriors or active duty military members. 
 
After the parade, there will be a veterans’ assistance fair in Civic Center Park where organizations that provide help and 
aid for our heroes will be available to anyone who has questions.  We have arranged for a static display of vehicles and 
are working to get a helicopter of some type displayed.  We hope to have some entertainment in the park, too. 
 
Hotels and businesses across the state will be asked to go to our web site and sign up to offer a great benefit to anyone 
with a military ID or DD214 on this weekend.  It is more than a parade; it’s a day for Colorado to say thank you and we 
support you.   
 
We welcome your assistance with this important event.  Of course, funding is the most immediate need.  The time is short 
and it will take a great deal of coordination to make this happen.  Please feel free to contact me at any time to discuss. 
 
Semper Fidelis, 
 

Paula Sarlls 
 
Chair, Yellow Ribbon Event Committee & Chaplain, Frank J Carroll Detachment, Marine Corps League 
President, Women Marines Association (WMA) CO-1 Chapter 2002-Present 
WMA National President 2005-2008 
 
 
 
 

The web site will be up by April 1, 2012 at www.ColoradoYellowRibbon.org. 
 



acTIvITIes

froM JIM salMI 

Rocky Mountain Region CLC
2012 Proposed Activities 

( as of July 30 )
Proposed Activities:       Leader:          Date: 

VFW Cookout        John Evans (303.425.9515)   Aug 4
Colo. Yellow Ribbon Event        J. Salmi (303.758.8930)   Aug 11
Regional Meet/McCaddon Cadillac        Leonard Johnson (303.438.6632)  Aug 25
Labor Day Parade (Louisville)        Tim Coy (303.673.0011)   Sep 3
        John Evans (303.425.9515)
Colfax Cruise/Picnic @ East High School        Bob Lyons (303.337.7319)   Sep 15
        Brad Bauer (303.791.1516)
National Driving Tour (Las Vegas, NV)        N/A           Oct 13-14
Veterans Day Parade        Jim Salmi (303.758.8930)   Nov 10

N/A = Not Applicable 
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OTHER 2012 CAR RELATED ACTIVITIES (Not RMRCLC Events)
Other car related activities, as published in Old Cars Weekly, Hemmings, CCCC, Denver Post or from other sources.  
Please verify accuracy before attending.

1st Sat ~ Boulder, CO  Informal car show, S.W. corner of Hwy 42 & Arapahoe, 8am-12pm on the first Saturday of the month.
1st Sat ~ Golden, CO  Golden Cruise
2nd Sat ~ Littleton, CO  Cruise Littleton, 5301 So. Broadway, Noon
Aug. 11 ~ Centennial, CO  All Mopar Car Show, Southglenn, 7001 So. University Blvd. 10am-2pm.
Aug. 18 ~ Front Range Airport, CO  F.R. Aircraft and Car Show, 8am-2pm.
Sept. 7-9 ~ Vail, CO  Vail Automotive Classic, www.vailautomotiveclassic.com.
Oct. 6 ~ Loveland, CO  Specialty Auto Auction, Larimer County Fairgrounds.

*A change in plans that you should be aware of, as of 
today (7/11/12) we are NOT hosting the Colfax Cruise 
this year. This decision has been made by the board 
of directors of the Collector Car Council of Colorado.

We have had zero interest in the event from the Col-
fax Business Associations for the 6th year (actually 
8 years if you count the two that we worked to get 
the event up and running) and we are tired of do-
ing all the work to promote Colfax and get nothing 
back from the business associations. We have had 
support from a few of the businesses on Colfax (such 
as Havana Auto Parts, NAPA and Lakewood Mazda) 
but the major business associations and Business 
Improvement Districts have not given us any. The 
Colfax Cruise brings over 5,000 classic and collector 
cars and their owners to Colfax and these owners 

spend money while there (on things such as gaso-
line and food). The Havana BID estimates that each 
car spends at least $15 while at the Havana Cruise. 
We think this number is low, but does mean at least 
$75,000 in additional revenue to the Havana Busi-
ness for this one night. We guess that this is true on 
Colfax as well.

Also, as you know the council receives a whole bunch 
of help from both the Front Range Airport and the 
Havana BID. This support makes the job of hosting 
a whole lot less stressful and more profitable. So we 
ask for your clubs continued support of these two 
events. So, for 2012 the Colfax Cruise and Poker Run 
is canceled.
 
CCCC Board of Directors

*Please read                 
information below!
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acTIvITIes dIrecTor reporT

froM JIM salMI 

Ten members and guests from 
the Rocky Mountain Region made 
the trek this year down to the 2012 
Grand National in St. Augustine, 
Florida. The meet ran from June 
12 through June 16, and was held 
at the Renaissance Resort at World 
Golf Village. Attending were Tim 
Coy, Cynthia Rutledge, Wayne 
and Vonnie Shmitka, Don Braden, 
George Dameron and Claudia, John 
and Martha Washburn and yours 
truly.

There was a last minute addition of 
a car collection tour for Tuesday the 
12th, but I don’t believe any of our 
group was able to attend. Wednesday 
evening saw the welcome reception 
and museum auction, with the food 
paid for by Cadillac, now that the 
automobile industry is hopefully 
returning to some level of prosperity. 
An auction of various items 
including a ’96 Cadillac was held 
in the reception room afterwards. 
Sadly, the car only fetched about 

five thousand dollars, which 

was a little disappointing. Paul 
Ayers was the successful bidder. 
He resold the car at the same price 
to Lee Herbermann of Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania.

We had some significant rain on and 
off, and the humidity was a little 
high, but the ocean breezes kept us 
comfortable for the most part. More 
importantly, the judging on Saturday 
had very nice, sunny weather.

Tours included the Alligator Farm 
Zoological Park, a tour of the 
Daytona International Speedway 
racetrack, the Castillo de San 
Marcos fort built by the Spaniards 
in the late 1600’s, the Lightner 
Museum (personal art and artifacts 
collection of Mr. Lightner, a 
publishing tycoon), and a dinner at 
the Columbia Restaurant and visit 
to the Fountain of Youth. A drive-
around the Daytona Track in your 
own Cadillac had been planned but 
was cancelled due to there not being 

a minimum of fifty cars registering.

The G.N. had 152 cars registered (as 
of printing time for the program), 
and 605 people from thirty five 
states and six foreign countries were 
in attendance. Interestingly, only 
one LaSalle was registered (a 1940) 
but was not seen on the show field. 
That was an oddity that was noticed 
by many.

Hard work was recognized, with 
Dave Leger winning the Newsletter 
Excellence Award for 2011. 
Congratulations, Dave. And, George 
Dameron won a Senior Crown 
trophy for his ’84 Seville, which he 
drove from Colorado. His Seville 
is pictured upper left on the facing 
page. Unfortunately, Vonnie Shmitka 
probably could have won a hard luck 
award, too. She fractured her right 
ankle earlier in the week and was in 
a wheelchair for all of the meet. We 
hope next year will be better.  And 
our John Washburn probably could 
have won the “smartass” award at 
Saturday’s awards banquet. While 
showing a promotional slideshow 
for the Boston G.N. next year, Chris 
Milici of the New England chapter, 
showed a slide of the Boston 
skyline and asked the audience if 
they recognized the city. “Chicago” 
blurted out Mr. Washburn, to the 
laughter of the 
audience. Next 
Grand National - 
Boston 2013! u

2012 Grand National in St. Augustine

6 
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edITor’s coluMn

froM Wayne shMITka

Planning, planning planning. My 
wife, Vonnie and I decided since we 
had never been to a Grand National 
nor been to Florida that we would 
kill two birds with one stone. 

We had a timeshare that needed to 
be used...a two bedroom unit for a 
week. I asked around the members if 
anyone might be interested in shar-
ing but no takers. They may have 
asked my wife if I snored. I then 
thought of my car- crazy high school 
buddy, Joe. What better way to co-
erce him over to the Cadillac side 
of General Motors. He has always 
owned GM products. Joe jumped at 
the opportunity and the next step of 
planning  was underway.

We knew we would have to fly be-
cause the Allant�� wouldn’t seat three�� wouldn’t seat three wouldn’t seat three 
comfortably. Joe was on his com-
puter in Minneapolis and I on mine 
here in Centennial. We discovered 
that if he left there at 10:00 AM and 
flew non-stop to Jacksonville and 
we left here at 6 AM flew to Atlan-
ta and then on to Jacksonville, we 
all would end up at the same place 
15 minutes apart. The return trip 
brought us all back to Minneapolis 
on the same flight with Vonnie and 
me changing planes for the last leg 
home to Denver. Isn’t the internet a 
wondrous thing??

After arriving at the condo Sunday 
afternoon, we set up housekeeping...
buying only the necessary groceries 
and unpacking, etc. A little R&R 
was needed Sunday night to recover 
from our early morning flights and 

driving a rental in a monsoon rain 
storm from Jacksonville.

Since we were going to be there 
for a week, we decided to do a few 
things on our own before the Grand 
National began on Wednesday. 

Monday morning 
we started out our 
sightseeing ven-
ture by traversing 
the 219 steps to 
the top of the St. 
Augustine Light-
house. We always 
try to see as many 
lighthouses as we can on our travels. 
We ate a delicious sea food lunch 
at the Santa Maria Restaurant. For 
our entertainment, while waiting to 

be served, 
the res-
t a u r a n t 
provided 
pieces of 
bread to 
feed the 

catfish in the water below the pier. 
Vonnie’s week went downhill from 
this point. After leaving the restau-
rant she stepped off a curb that was 
higher than she thought. The result 
of this was a fractured right ankle. A 
visit to the local ER was mandated. 
Unfortunately, she spent the rest of 
the week either on crutches or in 
a wheelchair graciously provided 
by the Renaissance Hotel..and we 
weren’t even staying there! She was  
seen rolling around the hotel for all 
the activities being held there.

Experiencing Our First Grand National
Tuesday we tended to Vonnie at the 
ER and after lunch she insisted that 
Joe and I do something on our own.
We toured the Cas-
tillo de San Marcos 
fort. As we finished 
the tour a downpour 
soaked us before 
we made it back to 
the car. The fort is 
run by the National 
Park Service. I hap-
pened to have my 
National Parks Pass with me so 
the tour was free...I guess the rain 
was also. Later in the afternoon we 
drove the beach looking for shells 
and objects to photograph. Some of 
those photos were used to compose 
the front cover.

Wednesday brought us to the Re-
naissance Hotel complex for regis-
tration. The Sun Coast Region did an 
outstanding job of organization...ev-

ery th ing 
was first 
class. We 
re turned 
in the 

evening for the Welcome Buffet and 
Auction. Joe told me if the Deville 
which was auctioned was red, he 
may have been driving it home!

Thursday found 
Jim Salmi, Don 
Braden, my guest 
Joe and me tour-
ing the facilities at 
Daytona  Interna-
tional Speedway. 
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forts including two members of 
the Rocky Mountain Region. Dave 
Leger earned The Newsletter Excel-
lence Award for 2011 and George 
Dameron won a Senior Crown tro-
phy for his ’84 Seville. Congratula-
tions to all. It was really too bad that 
Robert Compton, who had the only 
LaSalle entered in the show, decided 
that the weather overruled trailering 
the car down from Georgia.

Sunday morning was checkout at 
the condo. Since our flight home 
was not until 6pm and Vonnie was 
feeling a little better although still 
on crutches, we meandered back to 
Jacksonville. We drove by some of 
the shops and historical places in 
St. Augustine that Vonnie wanted to 
visit while Joe and I were off doing 
“our” Daytona  thing. 

After leaving St. Augustine, we 
drove highway A1A north to Jack-
sonville taking in the coast line and 
towns along the way.

With the 
a r ch i t ec -
ture, the 
c o b b l e -
s t o n e 
streets, the 
history of America’s Oldest City, the 
amenities of the Renaissance Hotel 
complex and of course, Daytona 
Speedway, our Florida Suncoast 
Region made an excellent choice 
on where to host the  2012 Grand 
National. We all have treasured 
memories of this year’s Cadillac & 
LaSalle Club annual event. 

Joe and I 
returned to 
D a y t o n a 
S p e e d -
way Friday 
morning for 

the Richard Petty Ride-a-Long Ex-
perience. No other RMR members 
were nuts enough to try this. Three 
laps at approximately 170 mph four 
feet from the wall at times! I have 
so much 
more re-
spect for 
the NAS-
CAR driv-
ers now. 
We had an 
educational drive from the Renais-
sance to the Speedway with three 
additional riders in our car. A very 
nice couple from Toronto, Ont., Joe 
and Rika Ansara and a fine gentle-
man from Ohinewai, New Zealand, 
Ian Bradshaw. It was interesting to 
learn how life is in other countries.

The finale of the Grand National 
was Saturday, beginning with the 
car show and judging. I’m glad that 
I had made sure the memory cards 
for my camera were emptied be-
fore I left home. So many wonder-
fully restored automobiles to drool 
over and photograph. Examples of 
such are shown on page seven and 
the front cover. Saturday evening 
was the Awards Banquet. A deli-
cious dinner was served before the 
plaques and trophies were awarded. 
Many hardworking members went 
home with hardware for their ef-

9
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Cadillac & LaSalle Classifieds

For Sale:   1950 Cadillac 2dr. Hardtop. Great condition. Original chrome 
and stainless. 33,000 original miles. New paint and upholstery. $25,000 
OBO. Contact Gene Fenton at 303.905.2107. Also have assorted sets of ‘50 
- ‘70 Cadillac hubcaps and hood ornaments. Call to see if he has what you 
need.

Visit us on the web at www.RMRCLC.com

For Sale:   1976 Cadillac 4dr.  - 5 passenger Talisman Fleetwood. Black with 
black velour interior. 500 cubic in. engine with 76,000 miles. Perfect paint 
and everything works except the clock. New tires. The car is 100% com-
plete and has  the Elkhide top cover. $15,000. Located in La Junta, CO. Con-
tact 2nd. owner Elmer Giltner at 719.384.7993 or 719.241.0011

For Sale:   1976 Cadillac Calais 4dr. 500 cubic in. engine. Original family 
owners. All original exterior and interior. Loaded; A/C, PS, PW, AM/FM, 
etc. Always in Colorado dry climate. Exterior tan, interior tan and blue. 
63,776 miles. Runs and drives nicely. $8000. Photos available. Contact 
Lee Steed at 303.220.1446 or lethasteed@yahoo.com.

PHOTO UNAVAILABLE

10 

For Sale for Parts:  1950 Cadillac 92,000+ mile parts car, series 6219, 4-door sedan. Parts available include 
engine, transmission, and drive train plus windshield, sombreros, rear bumper, fender skirts, all 4 doors, 
rear fenders, right front fender and trunk. Rust is a problem with fenders. Not running but can be trans-
ported. Currently located in Denver. What do you need? Call Don Braden at 303.744.8848.

Our club has been asked to provide six cars for the Colorado Yellow Ribbon parade on Saturday, August 11 at 
10:00am. As we have done in past parades, the plan will be to meet at Albertsons parking lot around 8:15am and 
drive to our form up position for the step-off. Please let me know if you plan to attend in case there is a change 
in procedure. This is a new event for us, and we need a good showing. As you will see elsewhere in this Dagmar 
issue, the event is to honor those who have served or are currently serving in the military. Events will include fly 
overs at 9:00am and 10:00am as well as displays, and should be very interesting. Please let me know at jcsalmi@
gmail.com or 303-758-8930 if you can participate.

volunTeers needed augusT 11Th.
froM JIM salMI 
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www.mccaddon.com

303-442-3160

Just off Foothills & Pearl Parkway 

Visit us on the web at www.RMRCLC.com

Your full color business 
card size ad can be placed 

here!
Contact the Editor



Rocky Mountain Region Cadillac & LaSalle Club

RMRCLC
 2300 Broadway

 Boulder, CO 80304-4145

10% Off  Service and Parts to all Rocky Mountain Region Members of  
The Cadillac and LaSalle Club, maximum of  $200. 

Show this ad at time of  service write up or parts purchase.

Blaise Flaherty - Service Manager


