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Monthly Meetings

Regular business meetings of the
Rocky Mountain Region Cadillac
and LaSalle Club are held on the
second Tuesday of each month.
We meet at the Elks Lodge at
2475 W. 26th. Ave. in Denver. The
meetings begin at 7:00 PM with
a dinner served beginning at
6:00 PM for those interested. The
meetings are open to the entire
membership.

The Dagmar

The Dagmar is published monthly except December and mailed
First Class to all RMRCLC members on the current roster. The
Dagmar is copyright ©2013
Rocky Mountain Region Cadillac
and LaSalle Club. Other CLC Regions may reprint articles without permission as long as attribution is given. The deadline for
submission is the 25th day of the
month prior to issue date. ALL
RMRCLC members are encouraged to submit articles, letters
and photos to the Editor for publication.

Advertising

Display ads are $15 per issue or
$125 per year prepaid for a business card size ad. Larger ads are
available (contact the Editor for
more information.

The Rocky Mountain Region and the Cadillac & LaSalle
Club lost a profound member September 19th. Bill Bowser
(#19966) passed away after a short illness. He will be missed
by the RMRCLC and everybody whose life he touched. He
was quite a character with his story telling at our monthly
meetings. Excerpts from his autobiography, taken from his
website, (www.billbowser.com) appear on page nine.
It’s all about timing and my timing isn’t always what it
should be but this time it was. In the September issue of
The Dagmar I featured Bill’s story on being a Repo Man.
He received his copy before he passed away. I was told that
he was proud of it and made copies to pass on to his friends
and family. His last ride on earth was a Cadillac!

ef

Here are some member’s remembrances of Bill.
When I first took over the duties of Director, I wanted to
have a story told by a member at the monthly meetings. If I
hadn’t been able to talk anyone else into it, I could always
count on Bill to have a good story for us. Not only did I
appreciate him for his willingness to talk to the group, I
loved hearing his stories.
John Serfling

ef

In addition to copies of his book, The Man Came and Took
it Away, Bill sold Cadillac memorabilia he had collected
over the years. I bought a man’s ring with a vintage, ‘30’s
Cadillac crest he managed to put together. He did a nice job
with it, and it’s handy to wear at club events.
Don Braden

ef

Bill will be greatly missed as a brother of our club because
of his enthusiasm, friendliness and story telling of the good
old days that many of us never witnessed.
Larry Razal

ef

I will always remember Bill as a good soul who lived life
fully, freely and fearlessly. In Heaven, he will add goodness,
color and joy.
In my eyes, Bill lived his life like lyrics of the song “My
Way”. He will be remembered every time I hear that song.
Leonard Johnson

ef

More on page 9

Classified Ads

ALL CLC members are welcome
to submit Cadillac and LaSalle
related ads. The ads are FREE for
Rocky Mountain Region members for three months and are
$20 prepaid for non-members
for three consecutive months.

Web site

Be sure to visit our web site at
www.rmrclc.com and the national site at www.cadillaclasallleclub.org.
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Director’s Column
from Brad Bauer

Once again, Cadillac rises to new

heights with the newest addition to
their line up for 2015. I received this
information on my email this week
from Cadillac and wanted to share it
with the group.

chance that a Vsport variant will be
offered.

include a new V8, a hybrid V6 as well
as a twin-turbocharged V6.

In the entry-level Cadillac LTS, the
car will reportedly feature a rear seat
configuration with two bucket seats and
a modest middle seat. As for the next-inrange LTS, it should incorporate a fixed
centre console to control the heated
and cooled seats and more. Finally,
the Cadillac LTS Premium will really
take the fight to the Mercedes-Benz SClass with rear seats which recline and
include a massage function.

While recently speaking with Autoblog,
a Cadillac insider revealed that the new
LTS will follow on from the most recent
wave of Cadillac models and show that
the American brand can compete with
the very best from Europe. Beyond
all the technologies that such a model
will require, the Cadillac LTS will have
to be fairly light if it has any hope of
competing with the latest S-Class, the
upcoming carbon-fibre 7-Series and
Audi A8.
From a visual standpoint, it is suggested
that the Cadillac LTS will take design
inspiration from the Elmiraj Concept
revealed at this time last year.

Cadillac Confirms Flagship Sedan
for 2015 Reveal
Cadillac has officially confirmed that
its range-topping luxury sedan, pinned
to be called the LTS, will arrive next
year and be built at the company’s
Hamtramck factory in Detroit.
Designed to rival the latest MercedesBenz S-Class, production of the
Cadillac LTS will start in the fourth
quarter of next year.
Discussing the new model, Cadillac
president Johan de Nysschen said,
“The objective for this upcoming
model is to lift the Cadillac range by
entering the elite class of top-level
luxury cars. Currently in development,
this new rear-wheel drive-oriented
sedan uses completely new, customdesigned materials on a unique vehicle
architecture.”
When the car does arrive, reports have
indicated that it will be available in
three different trim levels. These are
expected to be the Premium, Luxury
and Platinum. Additionally, there’s a

As a result of the inclusion of such
rear seats, there’s a possibility that the
Cadillac LTS will be available with two
different wheelbase configurations.
Engine wise, a few powerplants are
expected to be offered. These will

Visit us on the web at www.RMRCLC.com
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Secretary’s Monthly Meeting Minutes
from Lisa White
ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION CADILLAC & LA SALLE CLUB
MONTHLY MEETING MINUTES
September 9, 2014
CALL TO ORDER: The Meeting was called to order at 6:55 p.m.
DIRECTOR’S WELCOME & INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS: Deputy Director, Bob Lyons welcomed
everyone and brought the meeting to order.
TREASURER’S REPORT: Leonard Johnson gave the Treasurer’s report stating that $2729.00 have been
collected in dues and there are $829.00 in the Christmas fund.
SECRETARY’S REPORT: Minutes of the last meeting were posted on the RMRCLC Website and in The
Dagmar.
CCCC REPORT: There was no report.
MEMBERSHIP REPORT: There was nothing new to report.
OLD BUSINESS: See proposed activities. Lisa White was thanked for the BBQ she hosted at her home. Tim
Coy talked about the Louisville parade stating that there were 9 cars there, 2-3 thousand people, and lots of kids.
Our club finished in 2nd place. If we do it next year maybe throw a BBQ that the club will pay for.
NEW BUSINESS:
• Auto Nation Buick/GMC in Lone Tree will be having a all Buick show on September 13th.
• Leonard Johnson talked to McCadden Cadillac about a bigger show with only GM Models. Promoting the event
would lay upon the club and the dealership. Ideas were discussed about how to make it work. Limits on the years,
plenty of notification, the time of year, and invite other clubs, were some of the ideas. Some of the questions were;
Should there be limits of displayed cars if a big show is wanted? How to promote the show such as radio, TV and
internet.
• Nancy Tucker asked if people would be interested in having a private tour of the newly renovated Union Station
on October 11th at 10:30 a.m. She requested a count of who might want to go and around 20 indicated interest.
• Tim Coy talked about the CLC Museum and Research Center grand opening later this month. Carl Stieg passed
away at 83 years old in August. A tribute to Carl will be in the October issue of The Self-Starter.
For a full list of proposed activities/events please see page 5.
CHRISTMAS CHARITY DONATIONS: $68.00 was collected.
ADJOURNMENT: The Meeting was adjourned at 7:30 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Lisa White, Secretary
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Activities
from Jim Salmi

Rocky Mountain Region CLC
2014 Proposed Activities
Planned Activities:

(as of October 1)
Leader:

Veterans Day Parade

Jim Salmi (303.758.8930)

		

Date:
Nov. 8

N/A = Not Applicable
?? = To be determined

Pikes Peak Regional Air Show
text and photos from Don Braden

Six of us met at P.F. Chang’s China Bistro in the Park Meadows

Mall on Sunday, August 10th in a 2-car caravan to see the Pikes Peak
Regional Airshow in Colorado Springs. Jim Salmi and I were followed
in a second car by Bob Lyons, his wife Marty and new member Jim
Latsis and his son, Demetrius. Demetrius fits in with the WWII
Aviation Museum mission of educating the next generation about the
war. We arrived in plenty of time to see the wide range of sponsors,
concessions and static displays at the airport, including WWII vehicles
and battle gear, representatives of the armed forces and the Red Tail
Squadron Exhibit, complete with the actual P-51 Mustang that later
flew in the show. The National Anthem and Presentation of Colors
began precisely on time, thanks to the skydivers from the U.S. Air
Force Wings of Blue and a first-rate sound system. The fly-bys were
spectacular and included many of the fighters, bomber and trainers
we saw in our visit to the WWII Aviation Museum in April, including
the B-25. We soldiered through the first rain event with a short delay,
but not the second one, with locally heavy lightning. The sponsors
advised the crowd to take shelter in nearby hangers and cancelled the
show at about 1:15. The only event we did not see for sure was the
promised bombing run. “That’s a shame,” said John Cullinan, who saw
the whole show the day before. Next year we will be better prepared
with lawn chairs, more umbrellas and maybe our portable white tent.
A good time was had by all.
Visit us on the web at www.RMRCLC.com

5

MOUNT RUSHMORE TOUR A SUCCESS
from John Washburn and Jim Salmi
PART 1

Our region’s driving tour to Mount Rushmore, South Dakota and environs took place on September 17

through
21 and was enjoyed by sixteen members and eight guests (seven in the Cullinan entourage). These jaunts are
a great opportunity for members to mix and a perfect excuse to give their old beasts some needed exercise. The
weather was clear, warm and beautiful, with some autumn color to boot. The pilgrimage included John and
Martha Washburn (’37 LaSalle), Don Braden (’50 sedan), me (riding with Don), Michael and Elizabeth Brittan
(’78 Seville Elegante), Craig and Pamela Chernick (guests of Mr. Cullinan in a 2003 Mercedes), Ron and Linda
Clubine and guest Jim Priestley (2007 Escalade), Art Cutler (’41 coupe), Ray and Marie Guerrie (2011 CTS),
Leonard Johnson (’57 Eldorado Seville), Jerry and Bonnie Pache (’96 Fleetwood Brougham), John Cullinan
and Roseann Kaffer (’56 Eldorado Seville) and John, Kathy, Bob and Janie Seggerson (more Cullinan fellow
travelers) in a Cullinan-provided ’68 Deville convertible. Nancy Tucker, Rod Brewer and daughter Chrissy and
her husband Jake were also scheduled to go, but had to cancel at the last minute.
th

st

The trip began Wednesday morning at a Starbuck’s in Brighton, where tour booklets were passed out. Marie did
the booklets, and we thank her for her able assistance. John Washburn was the principal organizer and leader of the
tour, and acted as wagon master in his distinctive blue coupe with Martha as
navigator. Wanting to avoid major highways and traffic as much as possible,
we selected back highways and avoided the I-25 mayhem entirely. The route
up US-85 to Cheyenne might strike most people as drab and even ugly, but
lovers of old cars and twentieth century Americana know better. Sure, you
are cutting past declining old towns and abandoned farms, but where else
are you going to see such beautiful sights as the wrecking yard full of old
Studebakers (along with a few other makes) in Nunn? Jerry Pache had invited
some of his Studebaker pals along, but none made the trip. They missed out,
although they probably are aware of Nunn. In addition to the inevitable old
cars and trucks sitting in vacant lots along the way, we also saw several
vintage, although now abandoned, filling stations and motels that probably
go back to the prewar years. Try finding that kind of scenery along today’s
interstate highways. After passing through Cheyenne we continued up US-85
to Torrington and lunch at Deacon’s Restaurant. After lunch, it was west on
US-26 to the Scottsbluff National Monument. The park includes a museum
and orientation film, and several members took the road up the bluff for a
panoramic view of the city and surrounding countryside. Scottsbluff sits near
the Platte River along the Mormon, California, Oregon and Pony Express
trails. The museum offers a good history of the area. Afterward, we headed
into the city of Scottsbluff for check-in at the Hampton Inn and dinner at the
Steel Grill restaurant. A full day.
The second day of the tour, Thursday, began with many of us partaking of the
complimentary full breakfast at the hotel. Our route took us north up SR-71
to Hot Springs, South Dakota, and then onto US-385 through Custer and up
to the Crazy Horse Memorial, a carving of the famous chief which is still in
progress. Don’s ’50 has a habit of not wanting to shift into fourth gear until
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fully warmed up, and we found ourselves lumbering along the shoulder for the first four miles in third gear. Jerry
and Bonnie came up behind us and followed us. Finally, after shifting it was smooth sailing until we came upon
Art sitting on the side of the road with the hood up. He said he thought he might be having charging issues judging
by the gauge, and was doing a little checking with a multimeter. He couldn’t find anything, and so the three cars
proceeded on together. The terrain along this stretch could be described as
rolling nothingness, punctuated by clumps of bluffs. Although somewhat
desolate, it was really quite beautiful and the clear weather allowed us to
see for miles. We traveled for miles without encountering any other cars.
Art was last in our little three-car line, and somewhere north of Crawford
we noticed that he was missing. We soon got a call from him saying that he
had decided to pull off in Crawford to do a little more diagnostics. Knowing
Art, that may have been his excuse to do some exploring on his own. He
didn’t want us to backtrack, so we continued on to Hot Springs. At one point
driving through Hot Springs, it looked like Don might get a speeding ticket
he was going so fast. Don getting a speeding ticket would have made history (if you know Don) and been worth
the cost. Coming through the downtown part of Hot Springs, we spotted several of our group’s cars and finally
located them having liquid refreshment at a Mexican restaurant. After that, it was on up US-385 past our motel in
Custer to the Crazy Horse Memorial. The sculpture is entirely funded from
private sources, and will dwarf Mt. Rushmore when completed. Only Crazy
Horse’s head is done. It measures over eighty-seven feet high. The project
was begun in 1948 by sculptor Korczak Ziolkowski, now deceased, and is
being continued by some of his descendants. When it will be completed
is anyone’s guess. A large visitor center complex and museum features a
movie detailing the history. After lunch at the monument, we took the scenic
route through the area on Needles Highway. The scenery was beautiful, and
the road narrow so we had plenty of time to enjoy the ride back to Custer
for check-in at the Rock Crest Lodge
where we met up with Art still puzzling over his charging system. The Rock
Crest steps up the hill, and some of us had what amounted to small suites with
separate bedrooms and little kitchenettes. Custer is full of motels from the
late thirties. Dinner was at the Hitchrail Bar & Restaurant in Pringle, where
we met up with Ed and Kandi Renstrom (’86 limo), fellow CLC national
members. They are the only ones in the western part of South Dakota. John
had contacted them during the planning stage and they were very helpful.
They were the ones who recommended the Hitchrail, and it was very good.
Day Two was now behind us.
On Friday morning after breakfast, Don warmed up the car and tried to put
a few miles on it before heading up the road to Mt. Rushmore. When we got
back from breakfast, we found out that John Seggerson had stepped into a
hole walking around the grass area in front of the motel. The hole was up
to his knee and his leg was bloody and skinned up and wrapped in a towel.
He was on his way to the emergency room for a bandage and tetanus shot,
but was taking things in good spirits. He joined us later at lunch at the State
Game Lodge, and we were relieved. It could have been worse. We headed
for Mount Rushmore, where several of us walked around the base of the
mountain and went into the visitor center. The Renstroms joined us and led the procession to lunch. 		
CONTINUED NEXT MONTH...
Visit us on the web at www.RMRCLC.com
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Louisville Labor Day parade gets better every year
from Tim Coy photos provided • john evans

Monday, Sept. 1 , dawned nice and bright, and the Rocky Mountain Region
st

increased its member and car attendance at the 79th annual Louisville Labor
Day parade.
At 9 a.m., coffee, orange juice, fruit and champagne to make mimosas were
served on Tim Coy’s front porch, and the ever-popular donuts arrived shortly
after, courtesy of Leonard Johnson.

At 9:45 a.m., it was time to drive a few blocks to the parade lineup spot beside
Louisville Middle School. The wait was short, as we took off at approximately
10:20 a.m. Many of us tossed candy to the hundreds of children lined up along
the eight-block parade route. Following the parade, eight of us had lunch and
socialized at Mudrock’s Restaurant in Louisville.
In attendance were John Evans and his 1959 Sedan de Ville, Ray and Marie
Guerrie in their 1952 Series 62 Sedan, John and Jody Henry with their 1967
Coupe de Ville, Leonard Johnson and guest Jeff McClurg bringing along a
1957 Eldorado Biarritz Convertible and a 1957 Eldorado Seville, Tim Coy
and Cynthia Rutledge in a 1963 Sedan de Ville, Nancy Tucker and guest Ernie
Gormsen in Nancy’s 1993 Allanté, and Joe and Deb Ginther in their 1967
Deville Convertible.
Jim Salmi rode along and took excellent care of our Region’s magnetic parade
signs while his 1952 Series 62 Sedan is being overhauled at the Washburn
compound (see the October issue of The Self-Starter), and Jerry Pache brought
a 1989 Chevrolet Camaro Convertible. Jerry’s excuse? He said he couldn’t
easily get one of his Cadillacs out of the garage. Unfortunately, Leonard’s new
(to him) Eldorado Seville, in its parade debut, stalled out at the beginning of
the route. Good thing his mechanic was nearby!
In total, we had eight Cadillacs, a Chevy, and 15 members and guests, a
better showing over last year. Parade officials notified us a day later that the
RMRCLC won second place among the car clubs in attendance, and the trophy
was presented at the Sept. 9th meeting.
C’mon, folks, the wait is quite short compared to other parades that we’ve
done, and if we had more cars in attendance, we may have won the first-place
trophy. The Thunderbird Club had over 20 cars parked next to us in the lineup
spot. This parade is well-attended and is a short route compared to parades in
other cities.
Mark your calendars for Monday, Sept. 7th, 2015, for the 80th annual Louisville
Labor Day parade and let’s have a great showing!
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“THE MAN CAME AND TOOK IT AWAY”
from Wayne Shmitka (editor)

William “Bill” George Bowser (from Bill’s website; http://www.billbowser.com)
I was born on June 15, 1932 in Wichita, Kansas. After many moves I came to
Colorado in 1955.
I met my wonderful wife, Susan “Sue” Meredith, in 1989 and we were married on
June 18, 1994. Sue was my business partner for the last 13 years of my career.
I was blessed with four sons, Rod, Rocky, Billy and Kelly, one daughter, Diana, and two step sons, Dusty and
Russ. Rocky and Billy preceded me in death. My oldest son, Rod and his wife Carol own and operate Stellar
Recovery and Investigations in Lakewood, CO, and are members of the RMRA and the TRPC. Following that, I
am now also a very proud grandpa of four special granddaughters, Alexis, Kendra, Kristan, and Tayce and three
special grandsons, Cliff, Tracy, and Ryker.
I am an honorary member of both the Rocky Mountain Repossessors Accoc. and the Towing and Recovery
Professionals of Colorado. I’m a member of the International Towing & Recovery Hall of Fame & Museum. I’m
a member of the Lincoln Continental Owners Club, local and national, and the Cadillac & LaSalle Club, both
local and national. I stay busy helping my son by doing voluntary repossession and vehicle deliveries. I also build
custom Cadillac Furniture.
Sept. 19, 2009 I was inducted into the International Towing and Recovery Hall of Fame in Chattanooga,
Tennessee.
“AND THAT’S JUST THE WAY IT HAPPENED”
Our hearts are heavy this week with the loss of our good friend and long time RMRCLC member Bill Bowser. He
touched many lives and has left quite a legacy behind, our deepest sympathy goes out to his wife and family.
Brad Bauer

ef

Back in January of 2007, as the new Director of the RMRCLC, I remembered Bill Bowser as the older, gregarious,
frisky grey haired fellow who could sell ice cubes to Eskimos, and probably did. When you go into a meeting as
Director, one abiding concern is having an agenda that will both hold the attention of your fellow members and
hopefully entertain them sufficiently to make them want to return for the next monthly meeting. With a guy like
Bill Bowser on board, the need for well-rounded entertainment was never an issue. Bill was always at the ready to
spin tales of daring do, sell you one of his western styled belt buckles fashioned from a Cadillac hood ornament,
or perhaps entice you to buy one of his books recounting his days of hair raising (near death) auto repossession.
It really wasn’t until I attended Bill’s funeral that I discovered another side of Bill, that of a much admired and
beloved family man. Bill was so much more than a guy who cut Cadillacs’ in half to make tables and sofas, Bill
was someone who ultimately left a unique, colorful and enduring legacy for his entire family to share and enjoy,
and how can a guy beat that? I will miss Bill Bowser, as I’m certain so many others in our club will too.
John Evans

Visit us on the web at www.RMRCLC.com
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Cadillac & LaSalle Classifieds
For Sale: 1976 Cadillac Eldorado Convertible ($15,000 in restorations).
Asking price $35,000 OBO. Legendary design, styling and engineering!
Mint condition! WHAT CAN YOU BUY FOR THAT PRICE TODAY? 500 cubic
in. engine with 40,000 miles. New Red-Burnt Orange - (factory color) paint
with new front and rear fillers. New tan top and interior. New tires. All
emblems and wheel covers refurbished. New battery and electrical system
updates. AM-FM-8 track Audio System. Original owners manual. YOU ARE
“RIDING CADILLAC STYLE” BABY!! Contact Mark Nelson at 303.552.1267.

For Sale: 1949 Series 62, 114,000 miles. Excellent interior. Everything is
original equipment. Great mechanical shape. $18,500 OBO. Email Mike at
apautomotive@aol.com or call 303- 909-3989. Thank you.

For Sale: 1992 Cadillac Eldorado. 4.9 liter with only 23,000 miles. One
owner, garaged, dealer maintained with all service records. Navy blue
exterior with beige pinstripe and custom hood ornament. Tan interior
with carpets and floor mats in excellent condition. Remote locking system
and original gold Cadillac keys. $7,500. Contact Bettina at (970) 390-5244
or Bbig@me.com.
For Sale: 1967 Cadillac Fleetwood 4 dr. Brougham. 23,647 original miles.
Fully loaded, all original equipment, exterior and interior. Vehicle has
always been in heated garage in Colorado. White with black leather top
cover and black interior. Located in Morrison, CO. Contact Jim Wildman
at 303-697-0623 or e-mail at colady47@yahoo.com. $20,500 asking price
(willing to negotiate).
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SHOW OFF YOUR CADDY!!

CHROME ALMOST ANYTHING!!!

FULL COLOR Business Cards with
a Picture of Your Ride & Your Info
Excellent Quality.........$40.00/1000

Steel, POT METAL, Plastic, etc.
Great Prices – FAST Turn Time
Your Satisfaction GUARANTEED

(719) 473-2655……….Colo Spgs

(719) 634-6448………...Colo Spgs

Visit us on the web at www.RMRCLC.com

www.xtremechrome.com
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chrome
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303-442-3160
WK 3HDUO3DUNZD\%RXOGHU
Just off Foothills & Pearl Parkway

www.mccaddon.com
Visit us on the web at www.RMRCLC.com
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Rocky Mountain Region Cadillac & LaSalle Club
RMRCLC
2300 Broadway
Boulder, CO 80304-4145

Recipient 2012
Recipient 2013

Rocky Mountain Region Cadillac
LaSalle Club is now on Facebook at
https://www.facebook.com/RMRCLC.

10% Off Service and Parts to all Rocky Mountain Region Members of
The Cadillac and LaSalle Club, maximum of $200.
Show this ad at time of service write up or parts purchase.
Blaise Flaherty - Service Manager

